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FROM: Edwin Martin, Treasurer 

 

May 2011 Financial Report 
 

PER CAPITA: Five months into this budget year we continue to see a declining receipt of Per 

Capita contributions.   A month ago they were slightly ahead; this month we have slipped to 41% 

of the annual budget, or $299,850.  This is behind last year’s giving at this point in the year.   

Congregations that I thought would be coming in have not done so as yet, though I continue to 

believe many will complete their assessment.   

 

I still believe Council should take some intentional action to contact congregations and 

encourage their response and to inquire of those who have not “gotten in the game” and to 

commend those who have made their commitment.  These funds, after all, are the source of the 

Presbytery’s work and mission.  We are coming into the summer months when giving is 

traditionally down, something that I feel may not bode well. 

 

GENERAL MISSION: Giving to the mission work of the church is slightly ahead of last year at 

this point, $82,680 or 37% of budget.  Again, this category traditionally has seen a large bump at 

the end of the year.   

 

EXPENSES: Up until this month expenditures of the various committees have been less than 

budget.  That continues to be true this month.  Expenses are only 38% of budget.  However we 

are now in an deficit posture of nearly $6.5K.  In part that represents the slowing of per capita 

receipts.  Again, as we enter the summer months I have some anxiety about the trend for the 

Presbytery and how that may effect the work of Christ in the coming months.   

 

On a related issue we are talking about the need to purchase property for the new church 

development, Chain of Lakes.  With giving seemingly at a soft level that raises some significant 

questions.   

 

COMMENT: As I said in my last month’s report, my sense is a lack of excitement about the 

work of the Presbytery.  I raised the need to do a more effective job of telling our story so that 

our members might know and celebrate what we are doing in Christ’s name.  I continue to think 

we need to do that.  I feel Council needs to own that responsibility and begin to do something 

about it.  We have something to say.  We just are not saying it very well. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edwin Martin, Treasurer 
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